




GENDER REPRESENTATION IN INDONESIAN ONLINE NEWS  
(A STUDY ON DETIKNEWS.COM) 
 
Widiya Yutanti, MA 
 
University Of Muhammadiyah Malang 
 
 
A. Background of the Study 
 
We live in a world that is stratified along lines of gender, race, ethnicity, class, age, disability, sexuality and location, 
and in which privileges, disadvantages and exclusions associated with such categories are unevenly distributed. We 
also live in a world which is increasingly saturated by media and information and communication technologies (Gill 
2007: 7). 
 
The proposition above underlines the two elements of gender and the media which, together, have represented a long-
standing area of concern for critical media scholars and feminists in the world over the past five decades. Studies of 
gender in the media show that there is gender imbalance in the way in which the world is represented (Azeharie 1997; 
Brook & Herbert 2006; Cunningham et.al 2004; Cullity & Younger 2009; de Bruin 2000; Gill 2007; van Zoonen 1994). 
Gender imbalance occurs in many aspects of media practice, such as inequity in the number of males and females as 
professionals and decision makers in media organisations, gender differences in media use and consumption and even a 
disproportion in the representation of the two genders in media content including entertainment, advertisements and news. 
It is becoming a serious issue because the media have a significant influence on individuals and the culture. 
Debates on the representation of gender in the news media often relate to various cultural and ideological aspects. 
Indonesia is an example, where a majority of the society is dominated by the patriarchal value system which consequently 
results in gender bias in many aspects of life, including news media production. Moreover, there are blatant stereotypes in 
newsroom cultures where a masculine culture dominates news media production. According to Pierre and Nilsson (2004), 
there is a dichotomous dimension in journalism between male and female genders; the former are usually concerned with 
topics and issues covered in hard news while the latter are usually more involved in soft news. Hard news includes issues 
believed to be important to men because they relate to spheres in which men dominate such as politics, the economy and 
business. In contrast, soft news includes issues related to the social sphere which women are more familiar with, such as 
education, health care, lifestyle and human interest. 
 
An impact of the Indonesian patriarchal value system in news media production is the small number of female journalists 
working in the media. Female journalists are significantly underrepresented in the Indonesian news media, accounting for 
less than 20 percent of the Indonesian Journalists Association (PWI)’s 14,348 members (PWI, 2010). Similarly, a study by 
Independent Journalists Alliance (Aliansi jurnalis Independen/ AJI) found that Indonesian female journalists are less than 
30 percent of total Indonesian journalists (Luviana 2012). The serious under-represented of female journalists in 
Indonesian media newsrooms strongly indicates that Indonesian media newsrooms are dominated by male journalists. 
Therefore, gender imbalance undeniably occurs in news media coverage, not only in traditional media, but also — it 





According to Azeharie (1997), previous studies of gender and the media in Indonesia, especially traditional media, show 
that Indonesian women are often presented as an object rather than as a subject. Studies on the relationship of women 
and the media show that mass media and journalism in Indonesia are insensitive to the notion of gender equality 
(Azeharie, 1997). Gender inequality also is apparent in the way journalists present facts, attempt to use specific language, 
features and labelling, and the information sources that are dominanted by men. Evidently, women have been heavily 
under-represented in the media. 
 
In terms of gender bias in media representation, I am interested in analysing how new news media outlets, such as news 
portals, represent males and females in their news pages. This is more important to explore because online news portals 
have become alternative sources for the public to access news and information over the past decade, including in 
Indonesia. The present study will analyse gender representation in one of Indonesia’s news portals, Detikcom. This study 
has purposely selected the portal due to its popularity. Recently, Detik.com became one of the largest online media 
companies in Indonesia. A survey conducted by an online media measurement organisation, Alexa, shows that the portal 
was the most popular of online news media outlets visited by Indonesian Internet users in 2010 (Ardiansyah 2010). 
The present study will analyse a sample of articles appearing in one of major sub-portals owned by Detikcom, detikNews, 
during March and April 2011. The present study purposely selected March and April as the period of data gathering since 
two important events relating to women occurred at this time — International Women’s Day on the 8th of March, and 
Indonesian Women’s Emancipation Day or Kartini’s Day, on the 21st of April. Two methods will be used to analyse 
gender representation in media content. A primary starting point is to count the number of women and men as news 






B. Aim and Significance of the Study 
 
The aim of the study is to offer some solid empirical findings regarding gender representation in Indonesian media outlets, 
especially in online news media. A number of studies have examined gender representation in online versions of news 
media outlets, such as online news magazines, online television news networks and online newspapers. However, these 
studies were mostly conducted in developed countries. The GMMP studies in 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2010 were very 
comprehensive projects that examined gender representation in news media in many developed and developing 
countries. Unfortunately, Indonesia was not included. Therefore, this study will be very useful to understand how 
Indonesian online news media represent gender. The present study will specifically investigate gender representation in 
news articles appeared on detikNews. DetikNews is the first Indonesian news portal and an independent news site that is 
not affiliated with any media platforms or organisations. 
 
This present study was developed in order to provide additional and recent data to the study of gender bias in Indonesian 
online news media. Research on gender and the media in Indonesia, traditionally, has focused on underrepresented, 
subordinate groups such as women and minorities with a focus on traditional media. Studies of gender representation in 
online news media in Indonesia are still rare. Therefore, I will analyse the new media representation of both genders, male 
and female. As society has changed and continued to use mass media to access news and information, I considered it 
worthwhile to ascertain whether the media remain biased in their news coverage or not. By collecting and analysing data, 




bias in the media. Hence, this study will provide a substantial contribution to current and ongoing debates about gender 
bias, particularly in online news media. 
 
 
C. Studies on Gender Representation in News Media 
 
Most of earlier studies concerning gender and the media representation had focused more on advertisements, soap operas, 
films and images (Steinke 2005; Willox 2003; Sellier 2010; Cassale 2000; Turek 2011). In fact, research from the 1960s and 
1970s had a significant interest in the ideological nature of media, particularly women in news (Gill 2007). The critical 
examination of news, particularly gender representation in news, is relatively current. It has been a central concern of media 
studies for decades. In work on gender and media production, much has been done on the qualities of content such as 
representation of women in media content, analysis of feminine or masculine values in narrative form of news discourse, 
gender imbalance in the use of news sources and many others. Van Zoonen (1994) in the benchmark Feminist Media 
Studies gives a comprehensive overview of this issue and various other aspects of gender in media studies. 
 
The idea that news media only illustrate the real world, that they simply reflect the reality of biased power-relations has been 
repeatedly challenged by studies. Gender and news media studies examine how news functions, how content decisions are 
made, how sources are selected and employed, and who owns the media (Byerly and Ross 2006). A comprehensive study 
of gender and news media by the Global Media Monitoring Project (GMMP) (cited in Gallagher 2010) reveals that the world 
reported in the news is mostly male. The study (2005) shows that 42% of online news stories were found to reinforce 
gender stereotypes, only 4% challenged them, and the majority (54%) neither reinforced nor challenged stereotypes. These 
findings echo the situation in traditional media: in both cases, stories are between eight to nine times more likely to reinforce 
than to challenge stereotypes (Gallagher 2010). 
 
In many countries, the cultural underpinnings of gender inequality and discrimination against women are reinforced through 
the media. Journalism and the media face many challenges in a rapidly changing world where new and traditional media are 
converging with unpredictable consequences. Gallagher (cited in Cullity & Younger 2009: 1000) states that the GMMP’s 
studies demonstrate the endurance of a very ‘unreal’ lack of female representation in the multinational media; the ‘world we 
see in the news is a world in which women are virtually invisible’. 
 
 
D. General Context: The Prevalent Situation of Gender in Indonesia 
 
The male and female population in Indonesia is almost equal. By 2010, Indonesian males accounted for 50.3% of the 
population, while females made up 49.7% of the country’s 237.6 million people (BPS 2010). However, this number 
does not guarantee that Indonesian males and females have equal rights and opportunities in all aspects of life. In 
order to get a clear understanding of gender situation in the Indonesian context, it is essential to take into account the 
complexity and the dynamic power relations of the socio-cultural and political dimensions which operate and shape 
the fabric of Indonesian society. 
 
Indonesia is a multi-ethnic country with around 300 ethnic groups and comprises more than 17,500 islands. It is not an easy 
task to characterise the existing patriarchy in Indonesia as ethnic groups tend to be organized along patrilineal and 
matrilineal lines. Each ethnic group has their own local languages, custom, tradition, and values that result in cultural 




not refer only to natural sex roles or traditional differences between men and women, but also to other aspects such as 
socio-politics. 
 
The authoritarian power of the New Order government adopted policies intended to control expressions of difference and 
homogenise the diverse people of Indonesian archipelago. Moreover, the ascendancy of Sukarno (1945) to the first 
presidency and Soeharto (1965) as the republic’s second president, marked a victory of Javanese culture and consequently 
led to the predominance of the Javanese symbol at the national level (Dzuhayatin 2011). The second president recruited 
more people from his own circle to dominate state administration and political positions. Subsequently, the concept of 
Javanese power which is feudalistic and patriarchal is infused into the imagined community of modern Indonesia (Anderson 
2006) 
 
The regime seemed to promptly fulfill the desire of the people to have a stable life after undergoing the political turmoil 
which ended up with a devastating civil war known as the September Communist coup in 1965. Dzuhayatin (2011) asserts 
that national stability became the political catchcry used to control people's lives politically, economically and socially and 
even religiously. Moreover, the Communist party and its subgroups, which were anti-religion, were banned and 
stigmatized as opposing the Pancasila (five guiding principles of the nation). Liberal democracy was discouraged because 
it could lead to political instabilities. The regime took full control of the state and dictated what was good for the people, 
including what was appropriate for women. As a result, gender relations and gender roles became important dimensions 
of state control. Men and women had clearly defined roles that reinforced particular constructions and identity. Importantly, 
the public and domestic spheres were separated, with women's roles confined largely to the private sphere ( Robinson, 
2001). 
 
The Image of the Javanese priyayi (elite) family as opposed to the ordinary people was perfectly articulated as the ideal 
image. The colonial concept of the nuclear family was adopted. Within this concept, polygamy is discouraged and even 
strictly prohibited amongst government officials and armed forces personnel despite criticism from conservative Muslim 
groups. Furthermore, Dzuhayatin (2011) argues that the nuclear family emphasizes clear gender divisions in which men’s 
primary role is to engage in the public domain, while women are assigned to domestic roles, raising children and providing 
comfort for their husbands at home. This gender division is culturally and religiously seen as ‘natural’ (Dzuhayatin 2011). 
Even though the old maxim such as ‘a wife should follow her husband to hell or to heaven’ has been gradually dismissed 
due to the introduction of modern education, the submissive manner is constantly encouraged as reflected, for 
example, in the use of a husband's name for a married woman (Dzuhayatin 2011: 2). 
 
Historically, the women’s movement in Indonesia has a long history with Raden Ayu Kartini an early example of an activist. 
She was a leading feminist of women’s emancipation in Indonesia far before Indonesia’s independence. During that 
period, women received little or even no education at all. They would end up giving birth, staying in the kitchen and being 
wives. Kartini rebelled in her quiet way against this injustice and inspired the women of her nation to aspire to achieve 
more than society allowed them. She determined to enhance the education of Indonesian women. Kartini then established 
a school especially for women where she taught them how to read and write as well as other important skills. In 1964, 
President Soekarno named Kartini as an Indonesian Heroine and set her birthday, 21 April, as the Indonesian National 
Day (Kartini's Day) (Bali Directory 2011). 
 
Even though much of Indonesian legislation emphasises the importance of equal opportunities for men and women, secular 
laws and traditional customs also affect the lives of Indonesian women. The situation of Indonesian women varies amongst 




the breadwinners and women as mothers and wives. Numbers of studies of women and culture in Indonesia show that the 
status of Indonesian women remains notoriously low and they continue to be discriminated against (Mulia 2009). This 




E. Press and Online News Media in Indonesia 
 
In a developing country like Indonesia, the history of the press is very much interlinked with the history of national 
movement and struggle for independence (Romano 2003). Every country has its own system in reporting the news. 
Indonesia, with the philosophy called Pancasila, has a unique system and policies upon the press. However, since 
the reformation era the freedom of the press in Indonesia together with the advance of the Internet result the new era 
of journalism in Indonesia. 
 
The post reformation era saw the dawn of a new age for the mass media in Indonesia, especially news media outlets 
including news portals. Hobart (2006) asserts that the scaling down of the state apparatus of surveillance and censorship of 
the media since the reformation era preceded a period of press freedom in Indonesia. The Indonesian Press Board (Dewan 
Pers 2011) data show that during the thirty-two years of the New Order, there were only 289 print media organisations, six 
television stations, and 740 radio stations in Indonesia. Surprisingly, a year after the reformation, the number of print media 
organisations reached 1,687 in parallel with a plethora of new local broadcasting organisations, six new national television 
stations and some news portals through which post reformation Indonesian media outlets have strongly flourished (Dewan 
Pers 2011). Recently, apart from hundreds of traditional media, there are uncounted online news portals operated by 
individuals, communities, or institutions in Indonesia. Hence, the late 1990s marked the beginning of a new media form 
in Indonesia known as news portals. 
 
The global spread of the Internet paralleled the emergence of online news media outlets such as news portals. Significant 
numbers of news portals have emerged since the advent of the Internet flooding America, parts of Europe, Australia and 
trickling into Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Pacific. Indonesia is one of the developing countries in Asia which has a large 
number of mass media outlets. Moreover, the number of Indonesian news portals covering general news or special issues 
have continued to increase. However, at present there are no data on the number of online media in Indonesia. In the early 
2000s, all national print media, national television networks and radio stations managed news portals, together with some 
local print media organisations, some local television networks and local radio stations. Therefore, the late 1990s witnessed 
a proliferation of online news services in Indonesia. 
 
The same period also saw a dramatic growth of Internet newsgroups, mailing lists, bloggers, specific websites and journalism 
blogs based on the processes of citizen journalism. Several Internet newsgroups and mailing lists have served as important 
sources of news for participants. In this context, participants would often post news stories they had found elsewhere online 
and wished to share with others on the list (Lewenstein 1995). One example is Kaskus.us. It is the most popular and the 
largest community website in Indonesia and provides significant up-to-date news and information sent in by its various 
groups. Moreover, several news portals including KOMPAS.com, purposely provide space for their readers to post their 
news and information on their websites. KOMPAS.com has created Kompasiana, a specific page for its communities which 
encourages the public to write news and information using the concept of citizen journalism (Kompas 2011). Each member 




audio recordings and video. By 2010, Kompasiana had managed to build a community of citizen journalists reaching 50,000 
members (Kompas 2011). 
 
Indonesia is one of the developing countries which has a large population and diverse mass media. The number of media 
users, including Internet users, is also growing at a very fast rate. From 2000 to 2009, Indonesian Internet users have grown 
from 2 million to 30 million (Coolfounders 2011). However, Locke (cited in Hill and Sen 2005) argues that the technology will 
never become entirely universal. It is therefore unsurprising that, within a developing country such as Indonesia, access to 
the Internet has not been universal and equal. By 2010, the population was 237.6 million, with the number of males (119.5 
million) being almost the same as the number of females (118.1 million) (BPS 2010). In fact, only 12.3 percent of 
Indonesians used the Internet and a minority (36%) of them were women (Coolfounders 2011). 
 
Another problematic condition related to the uneven Internet development in Indonesia is the fact that the number of 
local websites and contents is still very limited compared to the number of Internet users. As of June 2010, only two 
local websites were included in the top 10 sites visited in Indonesia, Kaskus.us (an Indonesian community website) 
and Detik.com (the first Indonesian news portal) (Coolfounders 2011). 
 
Meanwhile, the emergence of numbers of online media has influenced public media use, especially media preferences for 
up-to-date news and information. Due to time and cost efficiency, obviously, people prefer online media such as news 
portals as up-to-date sources of news and information rather than traditional media. According to Alexa (2011) data, about 
63.1% of Indonesian Internet users find news or information online and they spend an average of 4.7% of their online time 
for this purpose. Until 2010, the three most visited news and information websites in Indonesia are Detik.com, 
Kompas.com, and VIVAnews.com (Top Sites in Indonesia 2011). Two of them, Kompas.com and VIVAnews.com, are 
affiliated with other big media companies in Indonesia. Kompas.com is affiliated with the biggest national newpaper 
company, Kompas Gramedia Group, while VIVAnews.com is affiliated with two large national television stations, ANTV 
and TVOne. On the other hand, Detik.com is an independent news portal which is not affiliated with any other media 
companies. Currently, the largest general news portal in Indonesia is www.detik.com which is also the first online news 





This study will employ two research methods — content analysis and discourse analysis — to investigate whether there is 
evidence of an imbalance in the representation of males and females in the content of Indonesian online news media. 
Content analysis is a primary starting point that will be the tool used to measure the relative numbers or frequency of males 
and females appearing in news. This includes how often males and females appear as news sources 
or information sources and the way in which they are depicted in the news. For further analysis of gender representation, 
the study will use discourse analysis that is more concerned with the structures of messages and the meaning of text in 
online news articles. In short, this study will investigate whether Indonesian females are under-represented in online news 
media. Therefore, I posed the following hypotheses to guide the examination: 
H1: Female news subjects and news sources are fewer than for males. 
H2: Female news subjects and news sources are often represented negatively in online news media. 






G. Description of DetikNews 
 
It is important to include a brief description of detikNews.com as the selected online news media in the present study. 
DetikNews is one of ten major sub-portals owned by Detikcom. Detikcom itself is currently the largest online media 
company in Indonesia with 10 major sub portals: detikNews, detikFinance, detikHot, detiki-Net, detiksport, detikoto, 
detikfood, detikhealth, detikFoto and detikTV. Detikcom was founded in 1998 by two journalists, Budiono Darsono and 
Yoris Sebastian, and launched on May 29th in the same year. Detikcom is the first Indonesian news portal covering 
numerous topics which are divided into specific segments. Each sub-portal covers particular topics which relate to their 
page names: DetikNews covers social and political issues; detikFinance covers economic, business and finance matters; 
detikHot especially focuses on infotainment and celebrity gossip; detiki-Net is concerned with communication technology 
and the Internet topics; detksport concentrates on sports news; detikoto covers automotive issues; detikfood provides 
food and recipe information; detikHealth focuses on health issues; detikFoto displays photo galleries; and detikTV 
provides videos of several topics appearing in each sub-portal. 
Currently Detikcom is the most popular news portal in Indonesia due to its up-to-date news (Speaking out for free 
Expression 2011). Every day, up to two hundred news articles are published on the detikNews page. Thus, more than 
1,000 news stories are updated through its ten major sub portals every day. Detikcom offers not only the most 
comprehensive breaking news but also a range of other services and features; these include free e-mail, a forum, polling, 
printing articles, sending articles to a friend, news response, reader's voice and a directory. In spite of those services, 
there are other sites dedicated to specific topics of interest such as careers, horoscope, celebrities, hi-tech and the 
Internet. Detikcom has also created a joint venture with another content provider to include law, auctions, maps, games 
and e-cards. Detikcom has expanded product descriptions and added portals with different subjects. Viewers can look up 
the women's portal or benefit from consulting services on issues such as finance, food, and cyber consulting 
management, with experts from Detikcom. Until 2010, Detikcom, especially detikNews, has been the most visited news 
portal for Indonesian Internet users. Recently, the number of individual users has reached 19,324,829 and page-views 




H. Data from the Study 
 
The study identified that during the selected period, March and April 2011, there were 8,620 news articles that 
appeared in detikNews.com. The total sample drawn for the present study is thirty news articles, which were selected 
using a constructed week sampling technique. The thirty news articles were taken randomly from five weeks during 
the period. Six news articles were chosen from each weekday of the five constructed weeks; Monday, 14th of March; 
Tuesday, eighth of March; Wednesday, 23rd of March; Thursday, 21st of April; and Friday, 29th of April 2011. 
The present study also purposely selected two special days for women from the five constructed weeks; the eighth of March 
which was International Women Day and 21st of April, Indonesian Women’s Emancipation Day (Kartini’s Kartini’s Day). 
However, the study did not select all news articles which appeared over these two days. The study intentionally did this for 
two main reasons; firstly, to avoid homogeneity of news topic in some constructed weeks, and secondly, to give the genders, 
male and female, in a same opportunity to be presented in online news articles. The analysis of the representation of gender 
in news articles which appeared online over these two special days will be presented in a different section of the discussion. 
Therefore, the thirty news articles were spread out over various topics such as politics and government; social, and education 
issues, transportation; law, the courts; terrorism, rebellion; corruption; and crime, and violence. The thirty selected articles are 




The Selected Articles 
 





1 Irwasum Komjen Fajar 
Nilai Hukuman untuk Raja & Edmon Sudah Sesuai 
2 Syamsul Arifin Terancam Hukuman 20 Tahun Penjara 
3 Pembunuhan di Kompleks MOI 
Tersangka Telah Berencana Menghabisi Yuli 
4 Ba’asyir: Selama Jaksa Tak Ubah Tuduhan, Saya Taka AKan Hadir 
Sidang 
5 Ketua DPR: Pemberhentian Gus Choi dan Lily Wahid Tunggu Kepres  
6 SBY Sementara Stop Tanggapi Pemberitaan Media Australia 
7 Busway Koridor XIII, XIV dan XV akan Gunakan Jalan Layang 
8 Ulil Yakin Ada Hukuman untuk Golkar & PKS 
9 100 Tahun Gerakan Internasional, Perempuan Indonesia Tetap 
Miskin 
10 KPK Bantah Bibit & Chandra Intervensi Penyidikan Ari Muladi 
11 Kisruh Pemilihan Rektor 
Intervensi Mendiknas Bisa Dikalahkan dengan Suara Bulat 
Universitas 
12 Wartawan Jayapura, Banjir Ambarita Ditusuk Dengan Pisau Dapur 
Tuesday, 
8th March 
13 Ditengarai Pelaku Bom Buku Pemain Baru yang Ingin 
Eksis 14 DPR Tidak Butuh Gedung 
Baru! 15 PAN: PKS Segera Selesaikan Konflik, Jangan Cari Kambing Hitam  
16 Dari 6.571 Guru Bantu, Pemprov DKI Baru Sediakan 850 Formasi 
CPNS 
17 Ibu Agnes Terancam Hukuman Mati 
18 Giliran Keluarga Moerdiono & Henry Yoso Blak-
Blakan 19 Ada Kerusakan, Batavia Air Rute Surabaya Balik Lagi ke Cengkareng 
20 ICW Laporkan Dugaan Mark Up Rp 602 M Gedung Baru DPR ke KPK  
21 Mendiknas: Dari 2,4 Juta Peserta UN Masa Tidak Ada Kecurangan?  
22 Ibu Ani SBY Pilih Ngasuh Cucu daripada Jadi Capres 2014 
23 2 Tersangka Baru Kasus Malinda Dee, Head Teller Citibank 
24 3 Terduga Pelaku Bom Buku Ditangkap Densus di Aceh 
25 Ini Dia 3 Langkah Waspada NII KW 9 di Kampus-kampus 







27 Usai Ganti Pengacara, Rosa Kini Satu Suara dengan Wafid 
28 Penyerahan 12 Ribu Beasiswa di Hardiknas akan Pecahkan Rekor 
MURI 







30 3 Kesalahan SBY dalam Sistem Pemerintahan 
Source: sample data 
 
 
I. Comparisons between Males and Females Represented in Online News 
 
This section present findings from data analysed using content analysis. From the information gathered and 
examinated, the study found that males and females were represented differently and unequally in this Indonesian 
online news websites. The study intended to examine problems that were stated previously in the hypothesis. The 
analysis revealed that males accounted for a higher percentage than females as news subjects and news sources in 
online news articles. It means the first hypothesis, H1: Female news subjects and news sources are fewer than for 
males, is supported by the study. The second hypothesis, H2: Female subjects are often represented negatively in 
online news media, was also supported. 
The findings reveal that although female news subjects were less likely to be reported than males as victims and 
criminal suspects, male and female news sources were represented in the same proportion as criminal suspects. 
Moreover, gender bias was obvious in almost all news topics. The study revealed that females were under-
represented in five news topics: politics and government; social and education issues, transportation; law, the courts; 
terrorism and rebellion; and corruption and bribery. Ironically, female news subjects were dominant in the topics of 
crime and violance. 
The study found that the third hypothesis, H3: Female news sources are associated with traditionally female topics 
was not supported by the evidence. There is a dichotomous dimension in journalism between the male and female 
genders; the former are usually 
concerned with topics and issues covered in hard news while the latter are usually more involved in soft news (Pierre 
and Nilsson 2004). These authors argue that hard news includes issues believed to be important to men because they 
relate to spheres in which men dominate — politics, the economy and business. In contrast, soft news includes issues 
related to the social sphere with which women are more familiar — education, health care, lifestyle and human interest. 
As detikNews.com is one of Detik.com’s sub-portals, which specialises in covering politics, social and cultural topics, 
detikNews.com usually provides more soft news articles on social and cultural topics. In fact, the findings suggest that 




J. A Minor Proportion of Females’ News in two Important Women’s Days 
 
The present study purposely selected two important days for women taken from the five constructed weeks — International 
Women’s Day on 8th of March;and Indonesian Women’s Emancipation Day (Kartini’s Day) on the 21st of April. Although the 
present study did not analyse all articles which appeared on the two days in question due to reasons mentioned earlier, I 
found that there was a small proportion of female coverage on those two special days. From the total number of articles that 
appeared on 8th of March (174), only eight (4.59 percent) articles specifically focused on women’s issues. Similarly, 
detikNews.com merely provided four articles relating to Indonesian Women’s Emancipation Day on 21st April. It accounted for 
only 2.35 percent of the total of 170 news articles that appeared. The findings suggest that although 8th March and 21st April 
were officially recognised as women’s days, the media — in this case the online news media detikNews.com — consistently 
represented females as a descriminated group. Women’s issues seemed to be less interesting, less significant and 




determine newsworthiness: prominence, proximity, currency, timeliness, conflict, impact, human interest, the odd or 
unusual (Downman 2010). Based on my analysis, perhaps we could add the category of ‘male’ to that list. 
 
 
K. Discourse of Gender Representation in detikNews.com 
 
From the statistics presented in the previous sections of the chapter, this investigation supports the findings of earlier 
studies and that revealing that discrimination against females in the media is evident in the most popular news portal in 
Indonesia, detikNews.com. The analysis of online news discourses in the present study was undertaken in several stages. 
Firstly, I began by analysing gender representation in the general characteristics of news articles, such as headlines and 
leads. I followed this with a micro- and macro-structural analysis of selected texts and then a focus on the discourses of 





The present study examined online news coverage of men and women who appeared in news stories on an Indonesian 
news portal, detikNews.com, for evidence of gender imbalance and misrepresentation. I set out in my study to 
investigate the general question: How Indonesian online news media represent gender, male and female, in their news 
articles? I did so by exploring three hypotheses; H1: Female news subjects and news sources are fewer than for males; 
H2: Female news subjects and news sources are often represented negatively in online news media; and H3: Female 
news sources are associated with traditionally female topics. 
 
All hypotheses were supported by the evidence I gathered. My study found that males accounted for a higher percentage 
than females as news subjects and news sources in online news articles. The findings also suggest that female experts 
were less likely to be portrayed as such than males. However, although female news subjects were less likely to be 
reported than males as victims and criminal suspects, male and female news sources were represented at the same 
levels when they were criminal suspects. 
 
Moreover, my study found that gender bias was obvious in almost all news topics. The study revealed that females 
were under-represented in five news topics; politics and government; social and education issues, transportation; law, 
the courts; terrorism and rebellion; and corruption and bribery. In contrast, female news subjects were dominant in 
topics such as crime and violence. 
 
Discourse analysis of discrimination in terms of gender representation in the articles was also evident in the generalisations 
used in headlines, leads and body text — Phrases such as the ‘Indonesian women remained poor’. Gender bias was also 
evident in the discourse of quotation patterns in the articles. In general, the study supports previous studies on gender and 
news that have revealed descrimination against females in news articles. My findings also support van Zoonen’s assertion 
that women are marginalised and sub-ordinated in patriarchal society. 
 
Studies on gender and news in the Indonesian context have been done previously but focused more on traditional 
media than the online environment. Previous studies found that Indonesian females were underrepresented in news 




stories published by this particular news portal, the most popular in the country. In other words, the 
underrepresentation of Indonesian women in traditional news media has been carried over into the virtual news world. 
I believe that there are explanations for the imbalance in the representation of gender in online news media in Indonesia, 
stemming from political, social and cultural influences. Moreover, in a patriarchal dominated society like Indonesia, 
dichotomous roles of males and females emerge from the separation of public and domestic spaces — males dominate 
public space while females are more likely to be placed in domestic settings. 
 
Reflecting on the evidence of gender bias, discrimination and stereotyping in Indonesian online news media, I 
contend that journalism practice in Indonesia is lacking in objectivity and fairness. In fact, journalism work has an 
obligation to at least aim to provide objective information for the public. Another element here is that the public sphere 
that includes journalism is more likely to be dominated by males. 
 
As in the nature of any study, there are some limitations in this one. A small sample of news articles and one 
particular news outlet were chosen. However, although I selected only one news portal, detikNews.com, it is the most 
popular in Indonesia. Therefore, I believe that the portal does represent online news media in Indonesia. Despite the 
limitations, however, I content that this study could be seen as a pioneer project on gender representation in online 
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